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December 6, 1956

Commanding General
Pigeon Section
Army Signal Corps
Washington, D. C.

Dear General:

I see from the press reports that you are soon to disband
your Pigeon Corps and that many of your war heroes will be out of
a job.

This letter is just to say that all Montgomery and the Blue
and Gray Association would greatly appreciate it if you would
assign as many heroes as possible to Montgomery. They would be
stationed in Oak Park where we have five cages of pigeons and
adequate facilities for many more. I am sure these men would
feel thoroughly at home at Oak Park where the pigeons are being
kept, and we would have a large sign painted over their cages
giving the names of the men and thanking your Corps for the privi-
lege of sending them to Montqomery.

Thanking you for a reply at your earliest convenience, and
with very best wishes,

Respectfully,

BLUE AND GRAY ASSOCIATION

Champ~ ~
General Manager

' - --------
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Major General Victor A. Conrad
Commanding Officer
The Signal Center
Fort Monmouth, New Jersey

Dear General Conrad:

The City Commission of Montgomery joins with our Chamber of
Commerce and other groups here in requesting that you donate as
many of the eighteen pigeons with distinguished war records as
you will to be placed in our zoo at Oak Park.

We assure you that they will be assigned to positions of
honor in our park and that they will be given the best possible
care.

My pe~sonal best wishes and regards.

Sincerely yours

~
May 0 r

WAG!b

----



CI-IAMBER OF OF MONTGOMERY

4\ COMMERCESTREET P. O. BOX79, MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

December 10, 1956

Maj. Gen. Victor A. Conrad
CommandingGeneral
The Signal Center
Fort Monmouth,N. J.

Dear Gen. Conrad:

We have been very much interested in the Associates Press
article of December 4th announcing your plans for disposal of the
carrier pigeons in possession of your department.

The leading park in the City of Montgomery is Oak Park, a
very beautiful and popular recreation center with a very creditable
zoo., In this park we have a number of well-constructed cages for
birds and other fowl, among which are a number of pigeons of various
breeds and types. This park employs competent personnel to care for
these birds.

We are particularly interested in the 18 pigeons which have
distinguished war records and would like very much to have all, or as
many of these pigeons as possible, assigned to Montgomery. We can
assure you that the citizens of our city would appreciate the privilege
of caring for these birds and that they would be given positions of
honor in our park.

The Chamber of Commerce will gladly assume responsibility
for seeing that appropriate recognition is given to the birds and
cages are properly marked and that adequate publicity will be given
to the gift of these birds by your department.

We sincerely hope that you will honor our city by a donation
of at least several of these pigeons.

Respectfully yours,

8~~
Paul B. Fuller )General Manager

PBF/fa

----
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13 December 1956

JIr. Paul B. Puller
Gel1~ral "anagcr
Chtt'nbe-rof COlrmerceot tWntgoJOO17
P. C. Box 79
MontgoCU1"7,Alabama

Dear )lr. Fuller:

Since I am coordinating tb:! dboosal ot therignal Corps carrier
pigeon stook tor General Conrad, he requested that I reP4 to your
letter to him dated Deoe..wer 10, 1956, relative to the hero birds.

You may be sure that your gracious request, tor this Conmand to
make ava1la.ble to the Oity ot Uontgcmeryone or 100reJignAl Corp.
pigeon heroes, will reco~ v... every coneidera tion.

We have already received a number ot requests tor the hero birds
and it 1s our plan to comply with es many ot these as the nwnber ot birds
in the hero category will perardt. Requests have oome in trom. the
Direc~r ot Parka in Detroit, Baltimore, and lashington, D. C. Although
we willnot be able to comply with your request to take the entire
stockot "heroes". certainly will give serious considerationto
making one or mre available &8 a contribution to Oak Park.

As a matter c:L tact, Senator Hill has written to Genlral Conrad
rega.rdjng the desires of the City ot IIontgonJeI7 tor some ot these
taJD:)U8bifda.

I hope that I rlllBoonbe able to torward you the deoision
ot this Commarxirelative to your generous and thoughtful otter.

Sincerely yours,

J. P. HOFl1UN,Chief
Public and Technical Information
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COP Y

UNITED STATES SENATE

Montgomery, Alabama

December 7, 1956

Major General Victor A. Conrad
CO!llIlaMingOf'f'icer
The Signal Center
Fort Monmouth, New Jersey

1q dear General Conrad:

It has come to ~ attention that the pigeon breeding and
training center at Fort Monmouth is presently being demobilized and
that there are 18 pigeons, veterans of' combat of' World War II and
the Korean conflict, which will be made available to some worthy zoo.

There is a tremendous amount of' iaterest on the part of'
local citizens, city of'ficials, the Chamber of' Conmerce, and private
organizations such as the Blue and Gray Carrier Pigeon Club to get
these splendid birds for the Oak Park Zoo in Montgomery. I am ad-
vised that the facilities for the pigeons at the Oak Park Zoo are ex-
cellent, and I think the Army can be assured that the birds will receive
the f'inest care and affection. I shall apll" ecia te your adviaes as to
the possiblity of' getting these bit'ds f'or the Oak Park Zoo.

Thanking you for every consideration the.t you ma:y be able
to accord this request, and with kindest regards, I am

Very sincerely,

/s/ Lester Hill



--- -----

13 December 1956

Honorable If. A. uaY.Le
Ilayor, CitY' of Montgomery
Mont30mer;y, Alabama

Dear Hayor Ga;yle I

Germral Conrad has ins tructed _ to reply to ;your letter to him
d&ted December 6, 1956, regarding a donation by tbe Anq Signal Corps
of its combat carrier pigeons with distinguished war records to the
CitY' ot llontgomery.

You can be certain tha.t ;your very generous and considerate ofter
1dl.l receive every consideration b1 th1B Concarxt. At this particular
time, a decision has not been reached in connection with tho disposal
ot these pigeon heroes. As you can well imgine, a number ot very tine
letters have been received regarding tbe war b:1rds. It our plan to
coo.p1,. with as maIV'as po8sible.

i11t.h1n a short timeI will again write you relative to t.h1s
Command's actions on the maqy gracious requests concerning the place-
ment or t.hese hero me8sengera who served witb our soldiers during
World War II.

Sincerely yours,

J. P. HOFPUAN,Chief
Public 8ld Technical Information
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CONGRESSOF 'mE UNITEDSTATES
House of Representative

Vlashington, D. C.
iederal Building

Montgomery, Alabama

December 7, 1956

Major General Victor A. Conrad
CoJJllJl8niingGeneral
The Signal Center
Fort Monmouth, New Jersey

My dear General Conrad:

It has come to my attention that the CitQr of Montgomery is quite
anxious to obtain a number of the World War II carrier pigeon heroes,
and I would like to reconmend very strongly that the City's request
be granted.

Montgomery has adequate facilities for th e pigeons, and I am assured
that they would be well cared for.

Much public interest is being displayed over the prospect of getting
these pigeons and in the interest of the local people and organizations
behind this move, I trust that Montgomery will be favored when the
final decision is reached.

My bes t wishes.

Sincerely,

/s/ George Grant

COP Y
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Be. Di8po.1tlon ot Pigeon.

I

1Ir. lfark w. Johnston, Presjdent
Ch&llber lit Commerce
lIontgOZll817, ,1laballa

Dear 1Ir. Johnston.

This 18 to actri8e you that. we reo. 1m 1t'ur wir. ot 7 December in

connection with your request tor several ot the hero pigeone which are

.oon to b. dhpceed ot at Fort Ibnmouth, N.J.

I wrote your OeDeralllanq;er, 1Ir. Paul B. !\Iller, on 1.3 DBcember,

at which time I assured hill that the request fr(ID the City ot Kont.C0m&r7

would be c8Z'etuJ.q cons1dertd. 'l'b8retore, this matter 18 now under con-

81deration ard I hope wi thin a abort time to be in a po8itlon to advise

you ot the d18pOs1tion ot the hClll1n&P'-l.8OI1heroes.

S1Dcereq 1t)urs,

J. P. HOFFII.AJI
Chi.t, Public ard Technical

Intormat10n orliee



H. W. WATERS. JR.. M. D.
730 ADAMS AVENUE

GYNECOLOGY

MONTGOMERY,ALABAMA

December 18, 1956

Major Otto Meyer
Signal Corps, Pigeon Section
Ft. Monmouth, N.J.

Dear Major Meyer:

I would like to thank you personally for the
interest that you have shown in the project of
Montgomery obtaining some of the war heroes for Oak
Park Zoo. We realize that these birds have a lot of
age on them and that they will not be expected to
live very long but at the same time the Chamber of
Commerce can have a big spread of publicity if one
of the birds should be awarded to Montgomery. The
Chamber of Commerce is very interested in this pro-
ject as you will note that they have gone to Senator
Lister Hill and Congressman George Grant to seek
their influence to have one of them or more, awarded
to the City of Montgomery's zoo.

The Blue and Gray Racing Pigeon Club of Montgomery
had a meeting the other night and they were told that
the flying birds would be disposed of at a price which
would be set upon the individual birds or pairs, about
February 1st, and be an~on the spot sale: I believe
this is the way that I understood it in our telephone
conversation. The club is quite interested in obtain-
ing some of these birds. Of course, it is out of the
question that any of our members could be at Fort
Monmouth on the day of the sale. We have watched the
Bulletin and News to see if there might be some plan
set forth in them whereby flyers could buy these birds
and not be on the spot at the time of the sale. We
have not seen any notice to this effect.

It appears that we are always asking favors of
you. Maybe some day we can do a favor in return for
you and if we can I want you to feel free to call upon
us for we will sure be glad to do it. Will it be pos-
sible for you or one of your friends, to buy the Army
birds for us and ship them to us? I am enclosing my
personal check for flOO,OO which 'represents a pot
that the club formed on the night of the meeting. We

---- ---
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Major Otto Meyer
12-18-56

would like for pou to buy a crate from the Army or
otherwise as you see fit, and then use the rest of
the money to obtain the best birds possible We will
leave the selection to you. I might 8ay that we would
prefer birds of quality rather than a large number of
birds. If this is possible, please ship them to me
express collect.

Our club has grown by leaps and bounds for the
past two years. At the present we have a membership
of fourteen members and approximately eleven will be
able to fly in the spring races. We have not had any
dramatic speeds nor have we flown the lonz distances
as yet but we have had a great deal of fun out of the
sport. At the present time the sport remains a sport
of fun. We have obtained breeders from all parts of
the United States. Recently one member has purchased
fourteen birds from Heitzman.

Thanking you in advance for this great favor
and extending to you an invitation to visit us at any
time.you might be in this section of the country~ I
rema~n

w/w
encl

:;;;e~ . ~
H. W. Waters, Jr., s~arY
Blue and Gray Racing Pigeon Club

- -



Z6 December 1956

Dr. H. W. Waters, Jr.
730 Adams Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama

Dear Dr. Waters:

Your letter to Otto Meyer, dated December 18, 1956, has been
referred to me for reply. This will also acknowledge receipt of your
per.onal check for $100.00 which is returned herewith.

I am familiar with the generous offer fron- the Oak Park Zoo and
assure you that within a short time we will be in a psoition to advise
the Director of the Zoo whether or not one or more of the pigeons in
the hero category can be donated to Montgorrery, Alabama.

As you probably realize, Mr. Meye-r has been deluged with requests
from pigeon fanciers wherein he would represent them at the disposal
sale. This Command has ruled that Mr. Meyer may not act as a
.representative for anyone at the sale. r assure you that we E\re quite
anxious to cooperate with pigeon clubs and we know of their interest
and realize that the homing pigeons being disposed of by the Army
Signal Corps would be in very capable hands.

Within a short time we will be in a position to announce the sale
date. As you know, the disposal sale will be held right at the pigeon
lofts at Fort Monmouth. This will aive the purchaser an opportunity to
see just what he is buying.

I am very sorry that we cannot comply with your request
that my explanation is acceptable. Wishing you continued good
the racing pigeons, I am

and hope
luck in

Sincerely yours,

lIncl

Check ($100. )
J. P. HOFFMAN, Chief
Public and 1 echnical Information



SIGN/IN 3n.9
SUBJIiXrrt Pigeons

28 December 19S6

1Ir. Ch8IIp Pickens, Oeneral llaDager
The Blue and Qra;r Assooil1tion, Inc.
Montgomery, AJabama

Dear Mr. Pickensa

Thank ;you very mch far your tbougbttulletter of Dtcember 6th re-
garding the Signal Corps here pigeone. Your letter _s forwarded by' the
Offioe of the Chief S1gnal Officer, 1Iash1ngton, D. C., to this Headquartere
since jurisdiction for the placing of the hero birds will be coordinated
tram here.

At this writing, it has not been decided just what public supported
institutions will receive pigeons in the hero category. H0189Ter, I assure
you that Oak Park :in the Cit;r of JIoDtgomel7will receive fair and just con-
sideration.

As a matter of tact, we have alreai;r received letters :L~'>shalt of
Oak Park from Senatar Hin, Oonp-eS8JllBnOI"ant, JIa10r Qq1e am. Dr. .aten.

I win write :J'OUfurther on this matter at the earliest practicable
date.

S1ncerel;r yours,

J. P. HOFPMAN
Chief, Public and Technical

Information atfice


